
Railway Claims Tribunal, Principal Bench, Delhi 

Minutes of the Meeting held via Video Conferencing with Representativess of 
the Bar Associations and Advocates practising at RCT Delhi, Ghaziabad and 

Lucknow Benches on 23.11.2020 at 2.30 p.m. 

Present: 

S.No. Name Designation 
Hon'ble Chairman, RCT, Delhi I. Sh.K. S. Ahluwalia 

Sh. Vijay Kumar Hon'ble Member (Tech.) 

Sh. Sunil Mathur Hon'ble Member (Tech.) 

Smt. Aashima Mehrotra Registrar 

Shri Saurav Kataria Addl. Registrar . 

O. Sh. K.P.S Nirwal Asstt. Registrar 

Sh. N.L Gandhi PS to Hon'ble Chairman 

Sh. D.S Bhardwaj Chief Office Superintendent 8. 

9. Smt. Sonal Behl Court Master 

10. Sh.Jitender Court Master 

Advocatees and Representatives of Railway Claims Tribunal Bar Associations 
S.No. Name Designation 

Treasurer, Bar Association of 

RCT/Delhi 
Member, Bar Association of RCT/Delhi 

1. Smt. AshimaSood 

2. Sh. Dushyant Swaroop 

Sh. Anupam Srivastava Railway Advocate 4. 

Sh. Jai Singh Railway Advocate 
. 

Sh. S.C Rajpal Railway Advocate O. 

7. Treasurer, Bar AssOciation of erstwhile 

RCTIGZB 
Advocate 

Sh. H.K.Gautam 

8. 
Smt. Neelam Srivastava 

9. Shri Rajan Sood Advocate 

12 Shri. Rajvir Singh Advocate 

Advocate 13. Shri. M.P.Rana 

14. Shri. N.K. Gupta President, RCT Bar Association, Delhi 

Shri. Ankit Mittal Advocate 

Shri. V.P Sharma Advocate 

Smt Neeta Jha Advocate 

Sh. HK Gautam Advocate 18 

19 Sh.M.S Bhatia Advocate I9 



20 Sh. R.K Mittal 
Advocate 

21 Sh. M. Hussain 
Advocate 

22 Sh. Saurabh Gupta 
Advocate 

23 Smt. Neelam Srivastava 
Advocate 

24 Shri Sukhdev Singh 
Advocate 

Shri. Mahesh Batra 
Shri. P.K Singh 

25 Advocate 
Advocate 

26 

27 Smt Anju Bagai Advocate 

28 Shri Subhash Sachdeva Advocate 

29 Sh S.P Singh Advocate 

1. The Hon'ble Chairman, Railway Claims Tribunal (RCT). initiated a meeting with 
the advocates practicing at RCT Delhi which included the office bearers of the three 
Bar Associations namely Bar Association of RCT/Delhi, BarAssociation of erstwhile 
RCTI Ghaziabad and Association of Railway Advocates from Lucknow Bar 
Association. 

2. The meeting commenced with the Registrar, RCT, Smt. Aashima Mehrotra, 
extending a warm welcome to all the participants. She briefed the participants about 
the agenda of meeting.given as under: 

a) Prospects of resuming physical court hearings 

Or continuing with the present virtual court hearings in compliance with Hon. 
Delhi High Court's directives bearing No. 500/RG/DHC/2020 dated 
08.10.20020 

b) Taking up the cases of Applicant's Evidence on virtual platform in court set 

up. 

She requested Hon'ble Chairman to address the participants. 

3. Hon'ble Chairman in his address expressed concern about the Covid 19 
situation and invited the attendees to come up with their valued suggestions on the 

Hon. Chairman informed the attendees that appropriate agenda items. 
arrangements for holding of physical court hearings with all requisite safety 
precautions have been made at RCT, Delhi and the same can be resumed if the 
advocates feel comfortable to appear in person. 

Amongst members present from the side of Bar, S/Shri N.K. Gupta, M. 4. 
Hussain, B.S Mahur, P.K Singh, Dushyant Swaroop, M.S Bhatia and Anupam 
Srivastava mainly spoke on behalf of all others and expressed their concern for the 
orevailing Covid-19 situation and their inability to appear in physical court hearings 
in the wake of recent steep rise in Covid 19 cases in Delhi area. All of them spoke 

about non-availability of proper transport services due to Covid-19 restrictions and 
inability of litigants/parties to appear in person. They unanimously expressed their 

consent for continuation oT virtual court hearings for some more period. Shri 

Dushyant Swaroop spoke about its further extension till 16.01.2021, as has been 
recently ordered by the Hon ble High Court for all the Courts in Delhi area. 



5. Hon. Chairman, RCT expressed concem for the continuous non-appearance 

of certain advocates in virtual court he arings and stated that no adverse orders are 

being passed till date for such non-appearance, but his Lordship suggested that 

from now onwards, after 3 consecutive non-appearances, 
adverse orders in the 

form of either dismissal in default or proceeding with the case ex-parte shall be 

passed to ensure that poorinnocent litigants do not suffer on account of default of 

the counsel engaged by them and the cases are disposed of uninterruptedly, to 

which Shn B.S Mahur and Shn H.K. Gautam submitted that tne proposed practice 

may be observed for arguments cases only and any adverse inference be drawn on 

The 4 consecutive non-appearance only. They submitted that the past non- 

appearances, if any, prior to the commencement of virtual hearings may be ignored 

Hon ble Chairman agreed to this view of the advocates and assured that previous 

such non-appearances shall not be taken into consideration. 

6 
court is over, the further given date along with the nature of proceeding be 

exclusively shown in the cause title in a separate column and that the same be 

conveyed through WhatsApp or displayed on the online portal for information of the 

parties/advocates. 

Shri N.K. Gupta and Shri P.K Singh, advocates suggested that after the day's 

7. The Hon'ble Chairman after consultation with the Advocates decided ass 

under. 

In line with directions of Delhi High Court and on account of the difficulties of 

litigants to come and appear from far off places and on account of staff and 

Advocates having been found Covid-19 positive. the court proceedings will 

continue to be held on Virtual Platform till 21.01.2021. 

The issue of Applicant Evidence through virtual platform in court setup will 

be taken up in a meeting with BAR Associations on 21.01.21. Till then, 

evidence cases shall not be taken up in virtual court hearings. 

Court Masters shall make a mention about the future date and nature of 

proceedings in all matters in a separate column in cause lists after the court 

is over and shall ensure that the same is displayed/upioaded on the online 

portal for information of advocates/parties. 

6. The proceedings of the meeting concluded with Vote of thanks to the Chair 

and all attendees. 

(Aashima Mehrotra) 
Registrar 

Dated: 23.11.2020 

Copy to: Presenting Officer, RCT Delhi 

RCT Web Portal 


